LEGISLATION

What does it take to
change the law?

Winning over public
opinion Is important, hut
not enough.

Determined sufiragists
also fought a long legal
battle for women's voting
rghts.
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Laws prevented women
from holding important
government positions.

The local law in Waltham stated that “the
Inspector of Buildings and his assistants shall be
competent men.”

The Boston Globe, Jan 7,1913,p. |
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LEGISLATION

Year after year, Waltham
lawyer Amy Acton and
others tirelessly presented
bill after bill to the
Massachusetts state
legislature.

“Legislators Listen to voters.
Women must become voters.”

Image: Ledflet drafted by Florence Luscomb, ca. 1912
Schlesinger Library, Radcliffe Institute, Harvard University
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LEGISLATION

Generations of women
worked to secure the
right to vote in state
elections and learned to
show their progress
through persuasive maps.

Image: Sophia Smith Collection, Smith College
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Work at the state level
paid off when it came time
for the men in the U.S.
House and Senate to ratify
the constitutional
amendment.

Here, Florence Luscomb paints in Tennessee,
the 36th and final state needed to pass the 19th
Amendment.

Image: Schlesinger Library, Radcliffe Institute, Harvard University
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THE COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS,

In the year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Nineteen.

e

RESOLUTIONS Rotifying the mohosed Amemdment to the Conotitution of
the United States nelative to ertendimg the Right of Sufirage to Womem.

Whereas, The sinty-siath Congress by both housen haosed the following
nohosed amendment 10 the Comstitution of the United States by o conoti-
tionad mojority of twe thinde thereof, to wit,

Joint nesolution Mmoposing an anemdment 1o the Conotitution extendimg
the right of suffrage 1o women.

ARTICLE - .

The right of citizems of the United Stotes 1o wote shall not be demied
o abridged by the United Stotes o by amy Stote on account of oew. Com-
grenn shall have fower 1o enforce this article by afnopiate degintlation

Renolued, That the said Mmojwoed anendment 10 Lhe Comatitution in here-
by ratified by the Legiolature of The Commonsealth of Massachusetis.

Resolwed, That o certified cofw of the foregoing meanble and nevolution
be fousanded by the Governon 1o the Secretany of State fon the United
States, in accordance with section twe hundved and five of the Revioed
Statutes of the United States.

Semate, June 19, 1919.
Adopted. Semt dewn {or Concurrence.
HENRY D. COOLIDGE, Clenk.

Howse o4 Reprenentatives, June 25, 1919.
Adopted, 4m Concuwvience

JAMES W. KIMBALL, Clenk.

¢FERICE 'OF THE SECHRET ARTY
Boston, June 26, 1919.

A Twe Cojwy.
Witnenn the Great Seal of the Commonweoltih.
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In 1919, Massachusetts
and 35 other states ratified
the 19th Amendment to
the U.S. Constitution
thanks to a dramatic
change in strategy.

Just a few years earlier, suffragists switched
from the slow strategy of changing voting laws
in every state to focus instead on changing

federal law.

Image: Courtesy of the Massachusetts Archives
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1920—

the year women won
the vote—

marks a major
milestone in American
democracy.

But thereis along,
long road ahead.

MANUAL

FOR

MASSACHUSETTS
VOTERS

Endorsed by

Americanization Committee, BostonChamber of Commerce

Education Committee, State Federation of Women's Clubs

Executive Board, Boston City Federation
Boston League of Women Voters

PRICE, 25 CENTS

College Equal Suffrage League of Boston
553 LITTLE BUILDING, BOSTON
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ABOUT ELECTIONS

WHO MAY VOTE IN MASSACHUSETTS

To be allowed to vote one must be: (1) a citizen, (2)
twenty-one years of age or over, (3) resident in the Com-
monwealth one year, (4) and in the city or town six months,
and (5) must be able to read the State Constitution in
English and to write his name, unless prevented by
physical disability. In addition he must register in
advance. If a voter moves from one place to another within the
Commonwealth he may still vote in his old district until six
months have elapsed, by which time he becomes entitled to
vote in his new district. The law allows absentee voting by
mail by persons away from their district on election day.

Those specifically debarred from voting are: (1) paupers,—
except persons receiving aid who have served in the United
States army or navy in time of war and have been honorably
discharged,—(2) persons under guardianship, and (3) persons
temporarily or permanently disfranchised by law for corrupt
election practices.

NATIONAL ELECTIONS.

The President and Vice President are not elected
directly by the voters, but by the members of the Illectoral
College. This Electoral College is composed of men
elected from every State equal to the number of Representa-
tives and Senators to which said States are entitled in Con-
gress. Thus, as Massachusetts has sixteen Representatives
and two Senators in Congress, she has eighteen Electors in the
Electoral College, and each voter is therefore entitled to vote
for eighteen Electoral Candidates. After election the Electors
meet at the State Capital, the second Monday in January fol-



'

{
-;
|
:

“Anxious to Vote: Students, Workers & the Fight For Women’s Suffrage” ¢ Stonehurst ® Waltham Public Schools ® Mass Humanities




LEGISLATION

Image: Library of Congress

“Anxious to Vote: Students, Workers & the Fight For Women’s Suffrage” ¢ Stonehurst ® Waltham Public Schools ® Mass Humanities



